consumer register 


Bumpers 


Feb. 12 is deadline for comments on National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) proposal to 
change its standards for car bumpers in order to conserve 
energy & cope with inflation & materials shortages. At 
the same time, the proposal seeks protection for the front 
& rear ends of cars from damage in low-speed crashes. 


Present standards require protection against front & 
rear end damage in 5 miles-per-hour (8 kilometers) 
crashes. (Manufacturers of most cars protect against 
this damage by using heavy steel systems. Others, how- 
ever, use less costly materials & different technology to 
meet the same objectives.) NHTSA proposes to reduce 
the impact speed to 2.5 miles per hour (4 kilometers) 
which would permit some manufacturers to eliminate 
more than 100 pounds (45 kilograms) on the average car. 
If adopted, this amendment would become effective Sept. 
1, 1975. More stringent damage criteria would be called 
for in later model cars, in addition to increasing the level 
of protection to 4 miles per hour (6.4 kilometers) front 
& rear. 


NHTSA says that “satisfactory front & rear protection 
can lie in the development of lightweight, low-cost sys- 
tems, such as the soft face bumper designs which appear 
to offer relatively high levels of protection against damage 
at relatively low weight & cost.” 

[Note: The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
claims the change will lead to higher insurance premiums 
& more costly repair bills.] 


NHTSA is particularly interested in getting comments 
on the most effective method of requiring cars to have 
lightweight front & rear protection systems as well as 
receiving responses on costs from insurance companies. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 2, page 10; July 9, 1974, 
page 25237; Aug. 3, 1973, page 20899. CONSUMER REG- 
ISTER: Aug. 15, 1974. CONSUMER NEWS: Special Report: 
Nov. 15, 1972. Send comments to Docket Section, National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 400 7th St., SW, 
Washington, DC 20590. 


Nutrition labeling 


Food & Drug Administration (FDA) has extended— 
until June 30—the effective date for requiring nutritional 
labeling on foods for which nutritional claims are made 
orto 4 nutrients have been added. (Aside from these 
2 inst ’ nutritional labeling is voluntary; but if manu- 
facturey io use labeling, the labels must carry the 
nutritic iformation required by FDA.) 


Nutriv..a labeling was scheduled to go into effect Jan. 1. 
Primary reason for granting the extension was the fact 
that FDA does not yet know what effect such labeling 
changes will have on the cost of food to consumers. This 
data must be gathered because, on Nov. 27, 1974, Presi- 
dent Ford issued an Executive Order directing all agencies 
to consider the inflationary impact of their regulations 
& rules. In addition, Milk Industry Foundation asked 
for more time to comply because some Federal & state 
labeling regulations will not become uniform until state 
legislatures convene this year & revise their regulations 
which conflict with new Federal regulations. Grocery 
Manufacturers of America & National Canners Associa- 
tion also asked for more time to comply. 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 14, 1974, page 40184; 
Oct. 10, 1974, page 36501. CONSUMER NEws: Feb. 1, 1973. 
CONSUMER REGISTER: Aug. 15, 1973; April 15, 1974. 
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Rate Register 


On Jan. 3, American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. (AT&T) filed with Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) a new rate schedule which would 
increase charges for most out-of-state long dis- 
tance calls by an average of 7.2%. 


If approved, this increase is scheduled to be- 
come effective March 4, although FCC could delay 
the effective date for an additional 3 months. Con- 
sumers may wish to comment before that date by 
writing to Chief, Common Carrier Bureau, Federal 
Communications Commission, 1919 M St., NW, 
Washington, DC 20554. 


AT&T says the proposed rate increases—the sec- 
ond time since 1953 that the company had asked 
for an increase on long distance rates—are “the 
result of enormous inflationary pressures that are 
besetting the economy.” 


Canned grapefruit & orange (continued) 


March 1 is new deadline for comments on Agriculture 
Depts.’ proposal to revise its standards for grades of 
“canned grapefruit & orange for salad.” The Office of 
the Governor of Illinois asked for a time extension, & 
Agriculture says many consumers may have missed the 
deadline because of the heavy flow of holiday mail. 
Details—Federal Register: Jan. 20, page 3217; Dec. 16, 
1974, page 43551; Oct. 23, 1973, page 29210. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: Jan. 15; Dec. 15, 1973. Send comments to 
Hearing Clerk, Agriculture Dept., Washington, DC 20250. 


Condominiums & cooperatives 


Feb. 12 is deadline for comments & other pertinent in- 
formation on Housing & Urban Development’s (HUD) 
study of condominiums & cooperatives. HUD is required 
under Sec. 821 of the Housing & Community Development 
Act of 1974 to conduct a full investigation on condomin- 
iums & cooperatives & report to Congress before Aug. 
22, 1975. 

For its study, HUD would like to obtain information 
in the following areas: 

@ Current data on number, characteristics, location, 
builders, financers & purchasers in the U.S. 

@ Unit data on new construction & conversions. 

@ Data on population & market trends. 

@ Information about the increasing popularity of condo- 
miniums & cooperatives, as well as problems & abuses 
resulting from their use. 


HUD is conducting a public hearing on alleged abuses 

& possible need for legislation to correct problems, begin- 
ning Feb. 10, & although it is too late for consumers to 
appear & present written comments there, it would be 
helpful if they could submit their general comments to 
HUD before the hearing begins. The hearing will take 
place at the Department of Interior Auditorium, 19th & C 
Sts., NW, Washington, DC, on Feb. 10, 11 & 12, beginning 
at 9 a.m. 
Details—Federal Register: Jan. 9, page 1732. CONSUMER 
News: Aug. 15, 1974. Send comments to Assistant Secre- 
tary for Policy Development & Research, Housing & 
Urban Development Dept., Washington, DC 20410, Atten- 
tion: Condominium Task Force, Room 8110. 





News 


Appliance efficiency labels 


Feb. 14 is deadline for comments on Commerce Dept.’s 
proposed procedures for manufacturers to voluntarily test 
& label refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers & freezers. 
This is part of Commerce’s program to place energy 
efficiency labels on major household appliances. Room air 
conditioners were the first appliances to be included in 
this program, which is designed to ease the energy crisis 
& help consumers reduce their utility costs. 


Information is still not available on the ranges of 
energy consumption & cost of operation for all models 
of the appliances now on the market, so the figures listed 
in the specifications are hypothetical. Final versions will 
be published for public comment when actual figures are 
obtained. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 31, 1974, page 45334; 
Jan. 31, 1974, page 3982; June 5, 1973, page 14756. CoNn- 
SUMER NEws: May 15, 1974. CONSUMER REGISTER: Feb. 
15, 1974; June 15, 1973. Send comments to Assistant 
Secretary for Science & Technology, Commerce Dept., 
Room 3862, Washington, DC 20230. 


Plane safety 


Beginning Dec. 1, 1975, Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration (FAA) will require jet airliners to install approved 
ground proximity warning systems, 

FAA, however, wants the warning systems installed 
as soon as possible because of recent accidents involving 
jets that crashed when approaching runways because of 
insufficient warning about hazardous (high) ground level 
near airport. 

This new warning system must operate at any height 
less than 2,500 feet (762 meters) above the ground & must 
give warnings that are different from any other warning 
devices now used. The system must operate continuously 
until the hazardous condition no longer exists. 
Details—Federal Register: Dec. 24, 1974, page 44439; 
Sept. 16, 1974, page 32334. 


Bookmatches (continued) 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) signed 
an agreement with American Society for Testing & 
Materials (ASTM) on Dec. 30, 1974 to write a manda- 
tory safety standard for bookmatches. [CONSUMER 
REGISTER: Sept. 15, 1974] 

Estimated cost of developing the standard is $173,840; 
industry representatives will provide $108,000 & ASTM 
will pay $51,440 for management expenses & $14,400 for 
consumer participation. 

CPSC says bookmatches were responsible for about 
6,200 injuries that required hospital emergency room 
treatrient in the 6-month period from July 1972 through 
Dec. 1972. 


ASTM has until today to develop the standard. If 
CPSC determines that the standard will reduce the risks 
associated with the use of bookmatches, it will be pub- 
lished as a proposal in the Federal Register. At that 
time, CONSUMER REGISTER will tell consumers how they 
can comment. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 7, page 1298; Sept. 4, 
1974, page 32050. CONSUMER REGISTER: Sept. 15, 1974. 


Freedom of information 


Justice Dept. has sent a memorandum to all Federal 
departments & agencies to help them implement the 
1974 Freedom of Information Act Amendments (Public 
Law 93-502) which are designed to make most govern- 
ment documents easily accessible to the public. Highlights 
of the amendments, which will become effective Feb 19: 

@ Publication of indexes. Agencies will be required to 
publish quarterly (or more frequently) a current index 
of such materials as: (1) certain final opinions & orders; 
(2) statements of policy & interpretation; & (3) adminis- 
trative staff manuals & instructions. If an agency deter- 
mines that publication of its index is unnecessary or im- 
practical (& publishes an order to this effect in the 
Federal Register), it must provide copies of the index 
at duplication cost. 

It should be noted that the above material differs from 
the usual material which has always been available to 
the public, such as speeches, pamphlets & press releases. 
These are distributed free upon request & do not fall 
under the Freedom of Information Act Amendments. 


@ Timely response to inquiries or requests for informa- 
tion. Agencies must process requests for information 
within 10 working days (usually 2 weeks) after receiving 
the request. If the initial request is denied & the con- 
sumer (or anyone else) appeals, a determination on the 
appeal must be made by the agency within 20 working 
days (about 4 weeks) after receiving the appeal. When 
the agency decides to comply with the request—either 
initially or on appeal—the records must be made avail- 
able promptly. Searching & duplicating fees may be 
charged on a predetermined basis, as set forth in pro- 
posals published in the Federal Register. 

Many agencies have already implemented the Freedom 
of Information Act & its amendments by publication in 
the Federal Register. Others have published proposals 
on disclosures, fee schedules & availability of records. 
Some of these agencies are: Federal Maritime Commission; 
Small Business Administration; Panama Canal Co.; Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency; National Science Foundation; 
Labor/Occupational Safety & Health Administration; 
Office of Management & Budget; National Foundation on 
the Arts & Humanities; Health, Education & Welfare 
Dept./Food & Drug Administration; Railroad Retirement 
Board; Interstate Commerce Commission; American Bat- 
tle Monuments Commission; General Services Administra- 
tion; State Dept.; State/Agency for International Develop- 
ment; Transportation Dept.; Justice Dept.; Federal Trade 
Commission; Export-Import Bank. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 18, 1974, page 43734. 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal 
Register items deemed of particular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any 
document required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 
U.S.C, 1505. Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by 
Office of the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration. Sub- 
scription is $5 a month or $45 a year & may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington, DC 20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Free copies 


of Federal Register may be available in libraries. 
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